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PANTHER PRESS 
A free press doesn’t mean it’s not a tame press. 

 

 

Do you know about the 

school Newspaper?    

MERIAM AL SAGHEER/ GIGI DURINGTON/ 

DELILAH FISHER 

 In this 2018-2019 school year, Perry Hall Middle 

School has opened its very own Newspaper, the 

Panther Press. We have many topics that may interest 

you, such as Sports (Cameron Warfield, and Greg 

Yanson), Comics (Mercy Nwachukwu, Angelina 

Nguyen, Emily Wu, and Rafie Aznan), School Events 

(Haidy ElGhannam and Samantha Morris), Reviews 

(Chloe Bergan and Monet Coleman), and Interviews 

(Gosama Maharjan, Gracie Aubele, Nate Kaelber, and 

Kiana Simon). Our helpful editors, Georgina 

Durington, Delilah Fisher, Zach Clayton, Nabilah 

Chowdhury, and Emily Yackley, overlook our 

wonderful newspaper. Our whole team has worked 

countless hours creating this newspaper to make it to 

our school’s liking. From our whole team at the 

Panther Press, we really hope this newspaper is 

something to sink your claws into! 

 

 

 

 

 

Newspaper Club Members and creators of The Panter Press 

Sitting down with Ms. Howard and 

Mrs. Nuñez 

GRACIE AUBELE / KIANA SIMON 

Ms. Howard and Mrs. Nuñez are the creators of the Panther Press. Both Ms. Howard and 

Mrs. Nuñez are Spanish Teachers at Perry Hall. Both teachers were joyful and easygoing 

during the interview. If you have one of them as your teacher, let’s just say you’re lucky. 

                                                                                

What made you decide to start Newspaper Club? 

 

“I thought it would be pretty cool. I thought it would be a nice opportunity to work with 

students but in English.” Said Ms. Howard, a Spanish teacher at our school. “I did a 

newspaper club in high school and I really loved it. It’s a privilege to be able to do it here it at 

Perry Hall.” - Mrs. Nuñez. 

 

Is newspaper club going as well as you expected? 

 

“The Students who come consistently work very hard. Newspaper is something that students 

must participate in and spend time with in order to be successful. They must bring forth their 

best effort in writing as well as their creativity.” - Ms. Howard  

 

What are some improvements we can make as a club?  

 

Both Ms. Howard and Mrs. Nunez replied saying, “We can start by ensuring that more people 

are able to be here. We know that it is a lot to ask for students to show up and be ready to 

work when they have other clubs. Students are great at asking questions and coming up with 

ideas for articles. We are giving them directions to improve their writing and questioning 

skills during each meeting.” 

 

Overall, Ms. Howard and Mrs. Nuñez are excited to see what the students bring to Newspaper 

Club this year! 
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IN THIS ISSUE 

Chess Club: An easy game to learn but a 

hard one to play. 

GREGORY YANSON 

    This year, the chess club is 

very competitive and 

interesting. The chess club 

members love chess and love 

that the club is at PHMS. We 

talked with two members of the 

club that were playing against 

each other. They were back and 

forth between who was going 

to win. The room was filled 

with energy as everyone 

wanted to show their best 

skills. After asking multiple 

club members why they joined 

the club, they responded saying 

that their grandfathers taught 

them how to play. Some stated 

that it reminded them of 

medieval times. Other kids said 

that chess was part of their life 

and had been a part of their life 

since they were very young. 

One club member said his dad 

was a good chess player and 

thought he would be good at it 

as well. He gave it a try and 

now he loves it! The players 

said that they really enjoy 

chess because it is a very 

challenging and strategic game. 

The players said that chess is 

an easy game to learn and a 

hard game to play. By this, 

they mean that the rules of 

chess are easy to learn but 

developing the strategy to win 

is difficult. Many of the players 

talked about the best player’s 

skills. He said he is referred to 

as the best because he has been 

playing chess for a long time 

and has tournament 

experiences. Overall, everyone 

in the chess club was extremely 

nice during their interviews. It 

seems like a really fun club to 

join! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Mr. Reynolds and his Chess Club Champions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s your interest? 

CHLOE BERGAN/ MERIAM AL 

SAGHEER  

As you all know, Fortnite is the next big thing. No, 

scratch that out, it is the big thing. And it will probably be the 

biggest thing for a long time. In case you don’t already know, you 

start on a flying bus, the battle bus, and you skydive out to 

wherever you wish to start. Then, you pick up some loot to survive 

your way to victory. It’s a PvP battle, but you may select a 

different game mode, such as “squads”, where there are several 

people on a team. It’s the big video game… but how long will it 

last? 

The Nutcracker and the Four Realms will take you on a 

thrilling adventure to find a key that will unlock a mysterious box 

containing a priceless gift. This one-of-a-kind key will unlock the 

mysteries as young Clara makes new friends, meets new enemies, 

and unlocks the box to find a priceless gift promised to her. If you 

haven’t already, you should really go get tickets to watch! It came 

out on November 2nd, 2018. 

 

The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas captures the reality 

of the world we live in and places it right into the book. A black 

16-year-old girl, Starr Carter is drawn to activism after witnessing 

a police officer shoot her childhood friend... and this isn’t the first 

time this has happened. It goes deep into the harsh world around us 

and pulls the truth out of the lies. If you don’t think you can handle 

big topics, we don’t recommend this, but, it’s definitely a must 

read. 

 

   TOP TEN SONGS  

 

       Throwbacks                            Popular songs of 2018 

                          

1. “Bye Bye Bye”                                 1. “No Tears Left to Cry” 

2. “All Star”                                          2. “In My Blood” 

3. “Genie in a Bottle”                           3. “This is America” 

4. “Say My Name”                               4. “High Hopes” 

5. “Crazy in Love”                               5. “Youngblood” 

6. “Get the Party Started”                    6. “Natural” 

7. “Ice Ice Baby”                                 7. “Beautiful” 

8. “Baby One More Time”                  8. “Meant to Be” 

9. “I Want it that Way”                       9. “Better Now” 

10. “Who Let the Dogs Out”              10. “Perfect” 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

First Day of School  

vs  

Last Day of School 

 

By: Mercy Nwachukwu 
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Badminton: A Network of Dedicated Students 

EMILY YACKLEY / NATHANIEL KAELBER  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The PHMS Badminton Team is very enthusiastic! 

They have many victories and take lots of pride in 

their achievements. (LOTS of pride.) But most 

importantly, they have fun! 

 

We decided to ask the badminton team some 

questions about their season and this is what they had 

to say… 

 

Michael Zhang (Gold Medal Winner) 

 

[Interviewer]: “Do you have any sports heroes? OR 

Who do you look up to ask your heroes in sports?”  

[Michael]: “Lindan!”  

[I]:“Have you had any serious injuries?”  

[M]: “No.”  

[I]: “Do you have time management issues?”  

[M]: “I don’t think so.”  

[I]: “Is it difficult to balance sports with school 

work?”  

[M]: “No. I usually play sports on the weekends.” 

[I]: “What is one thing you did in training that 

directly contributed to your success?”  

[M]: “I train 5 hours a week. Helpful drills.” 

 

 

 

 

  

[I]: “What is your diet? Is there any food 

that you need to avoid? How difficult is it 

to control your diet?” 

[M]: “My diet is rice!” 

[I]: “Have you ever felt pressured by your 

coach or parents?”  

[M]: “When I was little, but not anymore.”  

[I]: “What have you learned about your 

endurance?” 

[M]: “Very limited. Need to train to 

improve it.” 

[I]: “What are your personal limits?”  

[M]: “Average. But training has helped me 

improve my skills in badminton.” 

 

 

Shrena Shah (Silver Medal Winner) 

 

[Interviewer]: “Is it difficult to balance 

sports with school work?”  

[Shrena]: “Yes, at times it can be difficult 

to get homework done if the timing doesn’t 

work out.” 

[I]: “Do you participate in any sports 

besides badminton?”  

[S]: “I also participate in swimming and 

track and field.” 

 

 

  

Lindsay Grant (Silver Medal Winner) 

 

[Interviewer]: “How do you handle missing out 

on activities with friends because of your athletic 

schedule?”  

[Lindsay]: “Sometimes different clubs and sports 

fall on different dates and at times it can be hard 

to prioritize.” 

[I]: “Do you participate in any sports besides 

badminton?”  

[L]: “Only one, soccer.” 

[I]: “What words of advice or encouragement do 

you have to share with younger athletes?”  

[L]: “Feel free to experiment with other sports! 

It’s what middle school is for!” 

 

Jessica Thomas (Silver Medal Winner) 

 

[Interviewer]: “Have you ever been pressured by 

a coach or their parents?”  

[Jessica]: “I’ve been pressured in a good way.” 

[I]: “Is it difficult to balance sports with school 

work?”  

[J]: “At times, it can be difficult getting all my 

homework done.” 

[I]: “Do you participate in any sports beside 

badminton?”  

[J]: “Yes, I also do tennis, soccer, softball, and 

basketball.” 

 

As you can see, the Badminton team is a 

dedicated and talented group of students! 

 

Are you ready for a baller season? 
GREG YANSON 

Be cautious other schools, because the girls’ and 

boys’ basketball teams are in it to win it! At the 

tryout, the boys demonstrated massive amounts of 

skill and the competition was heated. Being there 

myself, I can vouch for it. They are working to no end 

on different plays and are maneuvering on the court at 

their practices. The boys basketball team practices 2 

hours three times a week, and four times if they end 

up losing a game (which obviously won’t happen). 

The girls on the girls’ basketball team are practicing  

 
1½ - 2 hours every day excluding Friday, 

according to Christina Hewitt (the center on 

the girls’ basketball team). Some of the 

team’s drills include side shuffling and up 

and down the court. They also work on 

offensive and defensive drills. The team has a 

good sprit and Christina expects her team to 

do well this season. The team is ready for 

competition this season. The first game was 

on Thursday, December 11th and they 

dominated the competition. We continue to 

expect great things for our basketball teams. 
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Sixth Graders are Shocked by The Franklin Institute 

  The boys show off their talents during basketball tryouts. 
 

HAIDY ELGHANNAM / SAMANTHA MORRIS 

_________________________________________ 

 

Are you interested in history? Well then, keep reading!! Recently the PHMS 6th grade went on a field trip to The Franklin Institute. The Red and Green 

teams went on November 28th and the Blue and Purple teams went on November 29th. The Franklin Institute is the center of Science Education and 

research in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. It was named after Benjamin Franklin, an American scientist. It is also the home of the Benjamin Franklin National 

Memorial. The Heart Exhibit, the Imax movies (Vikings, Dream Big), and the Electricity Exhibit were some of the highlights of the trip. 

  The Heart Exhibit was full of information. There was large playground shaped like a heart. Students could go in and explore the different chambers 

of the heart. The Heart Exhibit also had other informational types of stands. For example, there was the blood measurer. It was very cool to see someone’s 

blood level measured. Also, there was a shock chair. The chair would scare you and increase you heart rate as you sat down. You would get to see the 

blood flow as you were scared. 

Another exhibit was the I-max. Students would go in and take a seat in the dome shaped theater. They watched a documentary about the vikings. 

Another available documentary was called Dream Big. The I-max was realistic. It was like watching a 3-D movie. It made an illusion that you were 

spinning with the documentary.  

 

The Electricity Exhibit was about the electrical inventions made by Benjamin Franklin. Benjamin Franklin invented the lightning rod, the Franklin 

stove, and more. One stand had a key that shocked you. This related to Benjamin Franklin’s lightning rod. 

 

The Franklin institute was an enjoyable field trip with a great bus ride and lots of learning exhibits. It filled students with knowledge about 

Franklin’s scientific inventions. It was a way to make learning about the history of inventions fun! 

 

      



PAGE 5 

January / / 18 / / First Issue 
 

 

The Panther Press 

 

 

 

 The Boo Bash: A Smash Hit! 

_________________________ 

    

    
 

HAIDY ELGHANNAM/  

SAMANTHA MORRIS  

Hey Panthers! It’s the Panther Press here. Today we are 

reporting about the jam-packed and exciting dance, the Boo Bash. “As 

soon as I walked in the room I saw so many creative and interesting 

costumes” -Haidy ElGhannam  

 

At the Boo Bash there was a large variety of foods and drinks 

like Season’s Pizza, soda, water, and candy. Everyone got their food 

and snacks and then sat with their friends. They talked, laughed, got 

face paint, and overall had a blast! 

 

      The costumes seen were amazing! They were funny, creative, and 

scary. Some personal favorites were Jughead Jones from Riverdale, 

Dustin Henderson from Stranger Things, and a deck of cards. 

 

The back of the cafeteria was setup with games. Kids played 

pin the smile on the pumpkin, ghost darts, bean bag toss, bingo, and 

bowling!  

 

The music wasn’t terrible, but we thought that there could have 

been a better music choice. We believe that there could’ve been a 

greater variety of music and genres as one student stated, “I wanted to 

be able to dance to every song.” -Gigi Durington 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Spotlight: Holly Hartman  

 
 

GRACIE AUBELE / AUBREY WOLINSKI  

Holly Hartman is the student director for the announcements! She was 

excited to do this interview and had a lot of fun doing it. She is a great 

person to work with. If you get to see her in the hall, make sure to say hi! 

 

“What made you become the head of the announcements?” 

 

“It was a great opportunity to work on my communication skills, and to 

just be a part of something extracurricular. This is a really great group of 

people that are fun to work with. It was just a great opportunity for me,” 

said Holly, the student director. 

 

“Do you ever wish you were on the screen?” 

 

“I actually don’t. […] I like working on the outside of things and to help 

run things. For me, I don’t like being on camera. It makes me nervous. I’d 

rather do something that I am […] comfortable with, instead of […] being 

on the camera,” Holly said. 

 

“What is your favorite part about being with the announcements?” 

 

“My favorite part is just getting to know the people and [becoming 

friends] with them. I wouldn’t have been friends with them otherwise,” 

Holly replied. 

 

“What is something that you want to change or improve on?” 

 

“I want to work on being more organized. In the morning when we have 

multiple guests, they are all just standing around in a crowd and no one is 

really organized,” Holly stated.        

 

We would like to thank Holly for being amazing! Make sure you go check 

out the announcements! She will be happy to meet you. 

 

Created by: Angelina Nguyen 
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